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26.9.41 PIRNA aNonn YNy
JDC Archives, Geneva Collection, 1933-1944, Folder#GEN.26, "Letter from M. Birman to
American Joint Distribution Committee" 26/9/1941, https://search.archives.jdc.org, Item
ID: 3112457

Copies sent to Hias, New York
& Hicemy, L1 sbon

By airmail!

22714 Septe26th 1

Ameriocan Joint
Distrdbution Comnittee Re: 41 Yeshiwah Men for Canada

loo East 42nd Street
New York City

Dear Sirs,

In addition to our letter no.22555 of 19th.inst.
regarding the above we still confirm the follo-ing exchange of
cables between your estesmed organisation and us:

Your oable of 18th.inst.:
" Amariocan transitvisas arranged. Authorize you reserve

fort¥ places Prsspierce and request them confirm Preslins
New York. Will make payment hers, able whuther forty
already arrived cShanghai for sailing"

Qur cable ?Elx of 2oth,inst,.:
"Foxty arrived imperative Amerigcan Co sulate instructed

by Tueaday otherwise difficult complete arrange:ents
pay Preslins 6320 confirm Edelman endeavouring" .

Cur cable of 24th,inst,:
' hmoons unconiirmed company cancel passages Thursday

Shanghai time®

Your cable reply of 24th,inst,: .

T Zfate Department cabling Amconsul permission trensit
to Canada fortyone persons certified by M. Birman,
Hopeful instructions will reach ian time allow their
departure Prespisrce advise"

We have much pleasure in informing you that we just raceived word
from the American Consulate at telegraphic instruction was
reggived from “ashington reg¥xding the 41 persons. ilow, every-
thing will be easily settled, since Cooks are cooperating with
the Ameriocsn Consulate direot.

The ss,.,"President Piexrce"” probably will sail
on 29th.inet, in the evening. Lverything is fixed, htut suddenly
16 perasons ( of the Wirer Yeshiwah) declared categordchlay
that they would not go on board becauss of Jom Kippur. Of course,
we rwere much surprised about this, and we do not yéé know what
will happen now., Probably these 1% Yeshiwah men belicve that
the American orgasnisations would not let them down, even if they
should he compelled to stay at Shanghai. For in these uncertain

-De

maRa 198



199

TPIRNN 1P NYRWI,SS President Pierce NY11IX NAYH1 — NHD1

No.22714 -2- 26.9.41

times it is not at all sure, if and when the next boat will

sail to America., In faoct, we have done our utmost to settle

the departurs of the 41 persons, and we would be more than glad,
if in the last minute the 16 persons would decide also to

leave by ss."President Pierce". Since airmail is going today,
we prefer to keesp you informed about the present status,

and we hope that by next mail we can write you something definite.
In any cage we shall cable you as soon as the group has left.

As to the brothers Hirsg & Szolom ¥ d e Ima n
we try our best to forward them also by " President Pieroce" .
They will gaet their Visas on Monday, as we wers informed by the
Consulate today.

Yours very truly

Oopies gent to Hias, New York
& Hicem, Lisbon

H.Birman
B/¥ Marager

17DWN 11N « 2 7792
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JIVY IWIN1 OWP OIRY 3,4,6 DY TINY
JDC Archives, Geneva Collection, 1933-1944, Folder#GEN.26, "Letter from M. Birman to
the American Joint Distribution Committee", 30/9/1941, https://search.archives.jdc.org, Item

ID: 3112452

By Aivr Nail

22811 Sept. 30th 1
The Amerioan Joint Distribution
Committee — Re: The group of 29 veshivahmen
00 Hawt line Street, Canadabound who left bv the
ew York, N.Y. 8.8,."Presgi dent Plerce” earlv
Dear 3ira,

Attached please find cogv of a cable which we have sent
vou to-dav. Attached is also a list of the 29 who left for Canada
via ?nn Francisco by the s.s, "President Iierce” ai 4.20 early this
morning.

the same steamer have also lert Lr. Chalm Frejdin with
wife and ohild, arrvangements for whom have been made in accordance
with vour cable of Sept.5th. kr, Frejdin left 3rd clasm, his wife
and child firet o%su. It has been also possible to send by the
same steamer the Idelman brotbem, in mccordance with your cable of
Sept, 18th, as well as a number of other our proteges,

. e may inform vou that many complications aud aifficulties
have arisen here with the group of yeshivahmen, 4¢ we. in ite time
informed you by omble, the steamer had first to leave on ihe Z5th insi
ind already theme doubts arose smong the group in view of the fact
that yom k{pur coinofded with the tr'i'g. iiater it was sunounced that
the steamer would sail on Uct. Znd, which, however, did not turn out
to be trus, but_at the moment it regulateu the natter. A mumber of
moeting? took place among the veshivahmen and finally thev came to
a decision as tu vhe 41 who were to leave, - not without heated de-
bates, however - referringteven to arbitration of rabbis,

The actual date of the departure of the s.s. "President

Plerae" was made know only 3 days ago, i.e. that it was to leave on
the eve of yom=kpur. n4 it wns then that the existence of two groups
ﬂom the veshivahmen became more agparent than ever., Those of the

ror veshivah og:e to = unanimous decision not to go in view of the
Svom kipur" cne nothing could persuade them to ch their minds,
Thev are a united bodv with a firm ground, - in Mkt view o the care
taken of them by the American orthodox organisation,thanks to which
visas for Candda have been issued them and »lso transit visas from
dashington, a thing almost unheard for ug to now. They do not depend
upon a.n{ of the local committees, receiving suppert and the reguired
means direct from the States, and this explaine their firm and inde-
pendent attitude,
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Fo, 22811 -2=-
Jolutdfado, K.Y,

The other group are made up of members of other veshivahs, -
such ay Telsh, Kleok, Inbawies, Iublin, Slobodka, etc. Thev are mot
a united body, do nof receive direct sipport from American orgenisa-
ions, and exist on the _mgpo received from the Speclman committee
the usual budget to refugées) and ogcasional pettiy relief from the

mmittee for the desist.of Jew, Immigrante from Bast turope (™Bast-
ewcon'')., They are mo less religious than those from kierar yeshivah,
ut no speoigl interest is taken in them (in comparison with the
latter-group). Their existence is bv far not asmired and they have
eagoﬂ{ seized the opportunity of leaving our city, deciding at the
sane time to keep two dave yom pikur on the steamer.

According to Eiddle Aged talmud authorities ana commenja-
tors, in the waters lyipg betweer Austreolia Jagau ana shanghai (lio
kong I’hilipginn m.ﬁ doubts exist as to the exact uay of Sabbath,
Yom-kipur and Jewlsh holidavs in Eenu_-al ana that is why the veshi-
vehmen leaving by "Pres. Pierce" has decided to fast two days, This
question never arose before, but with the arrival of the rabbis ana
veshivabmen in Japan they started a vhole correspondemce with Jeru-
salem  with the result that they declared that in Japer it was neces-
sarv to observe two dave Sabbath §Saturuav and Supdav). This does
n:t extend to Jhanghei, but ns =aid above to llongkomg, :hilippines,
etc.

The Lifrer veshivahmen refused eailing for reliﬁious ren=-
sons, ag stated bv them, which, however, in our opimion, does not
gecu to be quite so. IU rather seems to be a kind of defiance, as
they are verv sure of every sufport in wour countrw, that evervthing
wi%l be done for them nevertheless. Taturallw, their decision was
refsented beth by the Americen Consulate here who had received defi-
nite instruotions for a group of 41 and not 29 anu also b~ the steam-
ship agency. t was an exceptional case that tt yas gogsible to
nrran? on a President liner such a c:ht'a?1 passa%e at 057156 each),
now vwhen all berths are booked long shead, and fhey were naturally

- mot all pleased that 12 berths have been 1eft unused.

_ The lifrer veshivahwen, however, delegated two of their
men, - ire Portnoj, Lejzer and Lr, Borensztejn, Icek-Nojach, - for
expigniug their reasons on the sport. On the eve of the departure
of "Ireg, Plerce" 7 more yeshivahmen arrived from Kobe. 0f thése
5 vere from kirer veshivah and the¥ joined the local group and re-
rained here, 2 were from the Iublin veshivah and we nlso succeMed
in sending them.

You will sec¢ from the smelosed list that among those who
eft were the widow and son of the well known rabbi Chofetz-Chaim
Pupko Kaplan) from Radin, a mumber of rablis as well as atudents,
11"0of them decided, as said above, to fast two days, and it cannot
be sald that they are less religious that the Lirer group.

. There vere complications with obtaining a berth for the
vidow of Chofetz Chaim. = fomen cannot go 3rd class by this liner,
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I\ér. hjl. in full D:I;!g:’ P%ﬁ;ﬁf g:ggeggc Arﬂlvt{%‘&n Jape. Sha.
1: PUPRO GAQAN Frejda 3.1.1880 ILapy Radun 24.2,-20.8,
2, PUPKD GANGAN Aron 29.10.1910 Radun " " "
3. GINSBERG chaim Berek 15.3.1890 2zdullB#® Dolnunowo 26.1. - 20. 9,
4,J0GIEL Pierec 18.10.1894 Piaski Horodzie}] 24,2, - "
5. SOROCZKIN Boruch  23.1.1918 Zdziecol Luck 23424 = "
6+ LEWIN Samuel Dawid 11.10.1911 Sambor Rzeszow 14.3¢ - "
7' LEWIN Markus " " " "
8., GOTTLIEB Kliezer Icchok 21.10.1918 Kolno Opatow 13.2. - 30. 8,
9, FASKOWICZ Boruch  31.8.1916 Pultusk  Pultusk 5¢3. = 20. 9.
1 HIRSZPRUNG Phnkas 13.7.1910 Dukla Dukla 14.3. = "
1!. LEW Josel Arja  10.3.1924 Kodin Brzesc 13.7. = 30. 8.
12, SZTULMAN Dawid 5.9.1911 Wolomin Wolomin 24,1, - 20. 9.
13. PIETRUSZKA Icek Jakub 8.10.1920 Makow " 5.3. — 30. 8.
14, ROTENBERG Herszko 7.7.1911 Miedzyrzec ‘Harszawa 16.3. = "
15, KRAMER Lajb 17.1.1918 Chelm " 5.3¢ — 20e 9.
16. HENDEL Icchok 20.11.1917 Kamerow Otwock 14.2. - 0. 8.
17. TENENBAUM Josef Mendel 22.7.1917 Kock " " "
18, SZTEJN Samuel 15.3.1914 Wiazn ¥iazn " "
19. GERLICKI Moszek Eljasz 24.5.1915 Konskie Konskie " 20.9.
20, KOTLARSKI Hersz Josef 20,10.1917 Adamow Otwock " 30.8,
21. RODAL Josek 1914 Przedburz " " "
22, WAJNBERG dJosef 1917 Janow " " "
I GRYNGLAZ Mendel Wolf 1917 Lodz " " "
24, PORTNOJ Le jzer 1.3.1908 Brzesc Brzesc 24,1, - "
25, BORENSZTEJN, Icek Nojach 1lo.1.1909 Kadzidto Kadzidto " "
26. EPSTEIN Selig 25 years old Slonim 20,9,
27. LICHTIGER Szmuel 26 years old Xobrin L
28, HERSZBERG, Abram-Mordko 24 years wou
29. KOHEN Mo jzesz 19 years Warsaw L
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